
Drama  
Curriculum Plan                                                                                       

Teaching and Learning INTENT for Drama at Redhill School:  
 
Drama at Redhill school is an opportunity for students to develop confidence, the ability to work with one another, 
communication skills, alongside the wealth of subject specific knowledge and techniques that they will acquire in 
their 5-year learning journey. Ultimately, we want drama to be a subject that students enjoy, express freely and have 
a deep-rooted appreciation for performance and a respect for their peers. These are skills which will stand them in 
good stead not just for drama, but for their wider school life.  
 
In addition to drama being a GCSE option subject, it is a subject that all students will have experiences of right from 
the beginning of year 7.  
 
Curriculum Principles for Drama as an Option Subject 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessing in year 7 
There will be one  main drama focused assessment in year 7, further details below 
Assessing in year 8 
All students will be assessed once a term, near to the end of each topic. Assessments will be marked using the grading 
criteria provided.  As year 8 drama is taught across the department, we will moderate a proportion of our assessment 
work, in order to decrease subjectivity in interpreting mark schemes. This will happen in meetings or INSET slots, via a 
variety of means: 

• Staff bring a recording of a performance for discussion. 

• Staff discuss assessment criteria together 

• Staff are given training from drama specialist. 
 

Most lessons students will also have immediate feedback provided to them orally, by both teachers and peers, in the 
form of ‘What Went Well’ and ‘Even Better If’. 
 
KS3 Assessment criteria , Feeds into GCSE AO  
AF1 – Making. The skill of working in a group to create/develop characters and performance, applying drama skills 
and knowledge , AO1, AO3  
AF2 – Performing. Being able to perform to an audience, applying drama skills to effectively communicate meaning. , 
AO2, AO3  
AF3 – Responding. To be able to reflect on the successes and failures in their own performance work, and in the work 
of others. , AO4, AO3 
 
Years 9-11 
Students are regularly assessed throughout their learning journey in Drama. Details of the units of work and 
assessment points can be found below. 
 
Dedicated Improvement Time 
Our DIT work has developed into ‘DIT lessons’, where students re-visit key skills or knowledge that was insecure in the 
assessment, identified by clear and precise feedback.  
During DIT lessons, students will be given the time to develop their assessment performance, making improvements 
based on the feedback they have been given. They will then re-perform their piece with an aim to show progress. 
In the summer term, when the students present their ideas to the class, amendments can be made onto the 
presentation or can be presented again. This is at the teacher’s discretion. 
DIT tasks should be differentiated and will be different from class to class, dependent on ability levels. Higher ability 
pupils are far more successful at applying advice independently and measuring their own success; whereas weaker 
pupils will need more support in order to recognise how they can move forward.    



 
Retrieval Practice 
Retrieval practice will only be used at Key Stage 4, to help develop core knowledge such as drama skills and facts 
about character and plot for set texts. We considered introducing this at Key stage 3 but feel it is unnecessary until 
study at Key Stage 4.  RP will be completed once a week with all Key Stage 4 lessons and will include a variety of tasks, 
including quote recall, last lesson recall, recall from further back; mini-quizzes and skills-based retrieval. We agree 
that at KS4, our retrieval tasks should be largely knowledge based.  
 
Extended Learning 
At Key stage 3 it is felt that extended learning will not have a sufficient impact and will be difficult to organise when 
we only see classes once a fortnight. At Key stage 4 extended learning will take the form of research, rehearsal, line 
learning, coursework completion and revision tasks. 
 
Groupings 
Drama groups follow the same settings as English in KS3. Our settings are initially determined by SAT scores. These 
are revised after term 1 to reflect any anomalies.  
In years 8, our set lists are determined by a 3-pronged approach: 

• Data analysis by HOD. This is compiled from internal assessment and monitoring data and creates an 
academic rank order. 

• Pupil groups analysis: 
o PP first initiative – HOD analyses placement of PP pupils to ensure their set is aspirational and that 

they are given every opportunity to be placed in higher sets where appropriate.  
o Male to female ratio –  HOD now looks at under-performing HABs as priority pupils in set placement. 

• Staff input – once set lists are drafted, staff look over them and give any further feedback 
 
Settings are fluid throughout the year and staff are encouraged to make recommendations for moves based on 
performance. Set moves are often an agenda item.  
At the end of year 8, students can then opt to study Drama at GCSE and will be in mixed ability options groups. 
  

Developed Students cultural and social capital through the following: 
 
The drama curriculum helps to support the development of ‘cultural capital’ within the wider school curriculum. 
Allowing our students to explore scenarios that they are unfamiliar allows them to gain a greater knowledge of the 
world around them. That, coupled with play texts that pose moral dilemmas and teach them about society, give them 
a wealth of contextual knowledge and the ability to apply this to differing circumstances.  

 

Year 7 Drama at Redhill School:  
 
In year 7, the intent is very much about fostering and growing the natural confidence and communication skills that 
many of our students arrive to us with from their primary schools. Drama forms a part of the core English curriculum 
as we believe that the two elements support each other: allowing students to study texts and concepts in fun and 
engaging ways. Furthermore, we believe that at this stage in their learning journey, it is best for drama to be studied 
‘little and often’ to allow them to build up a solid base of threshold skills and concepts, to continue successfully with 
drama as a discrete subject in year 8.  

 

Year 7 threshold concepts that are taught: 
 

• Physicality/using our body to convey characters (Hand gestures/facial expressions/voice work) 

• Still images/freeze frames 

• Thought tracking 

• Character development activities (hot seating, monologues, interviewing the author) 

• Script writing and performing from a script (assessed as part of the English curriculum). 
 

Year 8 Drama at Redhill School:  



 
By the time students enter year 8, we feel they are ready to engage with drama as a discrete subject due to the 

preparatory work undertaken in year 7 and the threshold concepts they acquired along the way. In year 8, we want 

students to be exposed to a wider range of more diverse and challenging concepts, in addition to being exposed to 

content more akin with GCSE drama.  

 

Therefore, in year 8, we complete a range of more subject specific units of work (see below) that allow students to 

really hone their drama skills and ultimately gain a lasting passion for the subject which is reflected in our successful 

uptake of drama as an option subject.  

 

Year 8 Units of Study:  
 
Devised unit (stimulus). A stimulus will be provided. Teachers will demonstrate to students how a stimulus can be 
used to inspire a story and characters. Students will explore the characters and scenarios presented to them from a 
stimulus item. Using the stimulus as a springboard, students will also engage with design work such as developing 
costumes, sets etc.  
 
Studying script for performance (Blood Brothers) Blood Brothers is a taught element at GCSE so this unit has been 
created to provide an introduction to the themes and characters using key scenes. Students will learn how to develop 
character from clues given in the text and will explore how context can influence texts and performance. 
 
Reviewing Theatre ‘Shrek The Musical’. For the first time, students will engage with live theatre as a ‘text’ and will 
explore how ideas are communicated, the effectiveness of acting and directorial decision making in the form of 
review and analysis work. This has strong cross curricular links with English and there will be a focus on high quality 
written communication in addition to introducing new drama terminology.   

 
 

Year 9  GCSE Drama at Redhill School: 
The GCSE syllabus makes high demands of students in their capacity as actors, group workers, devisers, designers and 
analysers. As such, this year is about skills building and continuing the groundwork in year 8 in order to obtain a 
higher level of mastery in the skills just mentioned.  
 
Not only this, year 9 is an important year for introducing students to the GCSE assessment criteria (which closely 
mirrors our KS3 assessment) and so formal assessments for performance and written work form an important 
component in the learning journey.  
 
The GCSE syllabus requires students to: 

1. Create a piece of theatre from a stimulus 
2. Perform a section from a script 
3. Complete a written exam that requires student to demonstrate their knowledge of how drama is created and 

performed, this includes a review of a theatre performance. 
 
We aim for a delicate balance between ensuring pupils experience creative freedom and enjoyment in our subject, 
alongside developing key skills, knowledge, resilience and critical thinking necessary to be successful at GCSE. We try 
to include stimuli and play scripts that are relevant and interesting to adolescents.  
 
We also aim to build pupils’ knowledge and skills from a basic level in year 7, to GCSE ready. The topics we study are 
described below: 

Year 9 Units of Study:  
In year 9 the focus is on building confidence and skills as a performer. The curriculum is as follows: 
 
Introduction to GCSE Drama - revisiting core concepts introduced in years 7 and 8. This culminates in a baseline 
assessment to ascertain acting, devising and collaboration skills. 
 



Drama styles and genres - Students are introduced to different approaches to drama and the idea that the subject is 
interpretational. Students begin to explore the main practitioners (Stanislavski, Brecht etc) in addition to looking at 
the different stylistic approaches they introduced (realism, physical theatre, comedia del arte) 
 
Approaches to devising - Building on devising work in year 8, students explore different stimuli (e.g. music, poetry, 
news articles, historical events etc) in order to create a range of different performance possibilities. This unit is quite 
teacher led in order to model successful devising to students. This culminates in a mock component 1 assessment.  
 
 
Character and Context – Blood Brothers - Students study the text as a whole for the first time. The focus is heavily 
centred around the messages and characters of the play. Students will undertake exploratory work around the 
background/context of the play in addition to exploring characters and ideas through practical drama.  
 

Year 10 & 11 GCSE Drama at Redhill School: 
 
In years 10 and 11, students begin the important task of course coverage and completion. As a subject which still has 
a large coursework component, topics have been carefully mapped to ensure that students are covering areas in good 
time and have sufficient windows in order to complete coursework elements to the best of their ability.  
 
Alongside practical and coursework elements, we begin the important exam related content that they will need in 
year 11. By beginning this in year 10, it enables us to utilise retrieval practice to really embed and enhance students’ 
knowledge by revisiting this often. Meaning that by the time of their final exam, they will have studied the text in a 
number of different ways, looking at it from different perspectives/foci.  
 

Year 10 & 11 Units of Study: 
GCSE study and coursework: 
 
Year 10 
Component 1 (devising from a stimulus) coursework completion (30% of final GCSE)  
Students work in groups of between 2 and 6 to create a piece of performance inspired by a stimulus (The choice 
stimuli are provided by the exam board in September of year 10) Students choose a stimulus, research it and create a 
performance based on their findings. They will document the process, as a ‘portfolio’ of written work, and will analyse 
and evaluate their final performance. 
 
Reviewing Theatre (exam section B) 
Students will be introduced to the skills needed to effectively review a piece of theatre through the viewing and 
discussion of a piece of performance. They will identify all of the different elements involved  in creating a piece of 
theatre, (lighting, set , staging, direction, costume and acting) and will discuss the effectiveness of each one on them 
as a performance member. 
 
Blood Brothers study with a focus on design elements (lighting, set, etc.) 
For this unit, we will revisit Blood Brothers but look at key scenes from the point of view of a designer or director. We 
will explore how the choice of lighting, sound, staging and set design help to communicate messages and ideas to an 
audience and will use practical exploration to answer exam style questions in preparation for the examined unit in 
year 11. 
 
Mock Component 2 (performing a text) 
In this unit, students will prepare and perform a section of a script chosen by the teacher (currently ‘Two’ by Jim 
Cartwright) Students will gain experience in the demands of preparing a scripted character for performance, 
successful communication of the writer’s intention and the ability to learn lines. Students will also be introduced to 
the questions they will need to answer in their concept pro forma. 
 
Year 11 
Component 2 preparation and completion. 



Students will work in groups of between 3 and 6 to prepare and perform 2 section from Dennis Kelly’s ‘DNA.’  This is a 
performance of between 8 and 15 minutes to a visiting examiner. Students will also be expected to complete a 
‘concept proforma’ which asks students to explain the details behind their performance.  (30% of GCSE)  
 
Revision 
Students will complete a comprehensive revision plan, the revision programme is primarily responsive teaching and 
learning based on previous assessment information. Whilst all elements of the exam are revisited, more emphasis 
and time will given to areas of weakness.  
 
Students will also be taken to the theatre to support their section B exam response. 
 

 


