
This booklet is designed as a first port-of-call for parents, for use at home with 

your child. It provides suggestions, activities and ideas for how best to support 

your child in their learning within English. These activities and suggestions dove-

tail with in-class learning, in order to  assist  students in making the maximum 

progress possible, both in and outside of lessons. 

The most important advice we can give is to encourage your child 

to read widely. Lots of different texts, lots of different authors; 

lots of different styles—including challenging texts, and those 

from as far back as the 19th century. This will form an excellent 

basis upon which to build in English lessons.  



 
The question on An Inspector Calls appears on GCSE English Literature Paper 2, Section A.  Can-

didates will be required to spend 45 minutes on this question.  It will be assessed for the fol-

lowing assessment objectives:  

AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts  

Students should be able to: 

 maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response 

 use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations 

AO2:  Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and ef-

fects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate 

AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they 

were written 

AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with ac-

curate spelling and punctuation  

For this task, candidates are given two questions to choose from and they must answer only 

ONE of these questions.   

 

In this booklet, we will provide you with a number of activities that can help you explore the 

play in further detail.  At the end there will be a glossary of excellent websites that you will be 

able to use for your revision and to help you understand the context.   

So what does an exam question look like? 

Some questions might ask you to think about a particular character, such as Eric, or a group of 

characters, such as the Birlings.  Other questions might require you to write about Priestley’s 

themes, message and ideas.  It is worth focussing your revision on these different aspects of the 

play.  Remember that some characters can represent particular themes, such as the Inspector 

who is the voice of Priestley in the play whose behaviour and language asks us to think about the 

inequalities in society and the way the poor are exploited by the middle classes.   

 

Over the page are some past paper exam questions – can you identify which ones are asking 

you to explore characters and which ones are asking you to explore themes and ideas? 



1. How does Priestley show tension is at the heart of the Birling family? 

2. Priestley criticises the selfishness of people like the Birlings.  What methods does 

he use to present this selfishness? 

3. An Inspector Calls has been called ‘a play of contrasts.’  Write about how Priestley 

presents some of the contrasts in the play.   

4. How does Priestley present the character of Sheila in An Inspector Calls? 

5. How does Priestley present the character of Gerald in An Inspector Calls? 

6. What do you think is the importance of Inspector Goole in the play and how does 

Priestley present him? 

7. How does Priestley present ideas about social responsibility in An Inspector Calls? 

8. In what ways does Priestley present conflict between the generations in ‘An In-

spector Calls’? 

9. In what ways does Priestley manage to make Mrs Birling such a dislikeable char-

acter, in ‘An Inspector Calls’? 

10. To what extent is it possible to feel sympathy for Eric, in ‘An Inspector Calls’? 

11. How does Priestley use the character of Eva Smith to present ideas about women 

in the play? 

12. Mrs Birling and Sheila are said to be like each other in some ways, and yet very 

different.  Explore the ways that Priestley makes dramatic use of these likenesses 

and differences in ‘An Inspector Calls’. 

So how do I answer an Exam Question? 

 

Let’s look at this question as an example: 

How does Priestley present some of the differences between the older and younger generations 

in An Inspector Calls? 

Write about: 

how the different generations respond to events and to each other 

how Priestley presents the different generations in the play. 

First thing to do is to think about what the question is asking us to do.  

This question is asking us to think about how the younger characters are different to the older 

ones.  It is also asking us to show an understanding of how Priestley presents these differences 

through the methods he uses as a writer.   

Plan out an answer for each of these questions, or try writing full exam responses. You have about 45 

minutes in the exam, so try timing yourself and see how you get on. You can use the mark scheme to 

assess tour success!  



Next we need to underline key words and phrases in the question. 

The key words/phrases in this question are: “differences between the older and younger genera-

tions”.  This is important because we need to make sure we stay focused on this throughout our 

response and ensure that we include these key phrases in every paragraph we write. 

Then you need to PLAN a response. 

See if you can plan a response for yourself. 

 

Writing 

You will probably write about 4 or 5 paragraphs in your response.  It is also good to include an 

introduction and conclusion.  Think about the question and what are they key points you are go-

ing to make.  For example:  

 Sheila is more open to change and appears to be more receptive of the Inspectors’ ideas.   

 Mr Birling is stubborn and arrogant, and more stuck in his ways.  He refuses to accept re-

sponsibility. 

 Gerald: it would be good to include Gerald because even though he is part of the younger 

generation, his position in society (a member of the aristocracy) keeps him bound to tradi-

tions and those in power.   

 Eric is initially seen as wild and irresponsible, but he is also seen to learn an important mes-

sage from the Inspector’s visit.   

 Finally, it would be good to talk about the Inspector because although he is one of the old-

er characters, his message is important for all members of society, not just for the young 

or the old.   

 

For each of these paragraphs, you need to write a detailed analysis (you may want to use PEEZL 

to structure each paragraph) and also remember to think about the order you put your para-

graphs in.   

For the higher levels, in your introduction you will set out your big idea for the essay.  For this 

question, you might say: Priestley presents important differences between the older and young-

er generations; the older generation are presented as being stubborn and stuck in their ways, 

whereas the younger ones appear to be more receptive to change.  Through this contrast Priest-

ley wants the audience to see that there is hope for society.   

For your conclusion, you will sum up how the writer shows these differences in one or two sen-

tences.  For example: Throughout the play Priestley emphasises the importance of moving for-

ward in a society that is socially responsible, whilst highlighting the dangers of rejecting our so-

cial responsibilities, whether we are old or young.   

Can you draft an introduction and conclusion for your response? 



So what would a good paragraph look like and why? 

And what are examiners looking for? 



Remember that your response must cover all the Assessment Objectives.  Look at the table 

below to see what each of these objectives is asking you to do.   

 

Revision activities might include: 
 
 Youtube videos (see the Redhill English channel for links) 
 Character revision can be found on Bitesize at this address: http://www.bbc.co.uk/

schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature /
dramainspectorcalls/2drama_inspector_charrev1.shtml 

 Practise writing exam responses 
 Mind mapping  characters, events and ideas from the story as revision mats 
 Creating revision videos of your own 
 Re-reading class notes  
 Quote finding  
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/dramainspectorcalls/2drama_inspector_charrev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/dramainspectorcalls/2drama_inspector_charrev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/dramainspectorcalls/2drama_inspector_charrev1.shtml


Here are some quotes for An Inspector Calls 

Seven stage directions 

Pink and intimate … Bright and harder 
Heavily comfortable but not cosy and homelike 
He creates at once an impression of massiveness, solidity and purposefulness 
Cutting through massively 
Now Mrs Birling. Enters, briskly and self-confidently 
Birling: (looking at them all triumphantly) [after Gerald suggests that they might not all have been in-

volved with the same girl. 
They stare guiltily and dumbfounded 
Eight on exploitation (of women, of position etc.) 

If you don’t come down sharply on these people they’d soon be asking the earth (Birling) 
Better to ask for the earth than to take it (Inspector’s response) 
These girls aren’t cheap labour – they’re people (Sheila) 
I broke it off definitely (Gerald) 
She’d lived very economically on what I’d allowed her (Gerald) 
I’m not defending him, but you must understand that a lot of young men – (Birling – about to say it’s 

okay for men to have affairs) 
I used my influence to have it (help for Eva) refused – Mrs Birling 
Inspector to Eric: you used her … as if she were an animal, a thing, not a person 
Eleven from Birling 

Lower costs and higher prices 
Feels you might have done better for yourself socially (to Gerald – Birling’s inferiority complex!) 
A man has to make his own way 
I can’t accept any responsibility 
We were having a nice little family celebration … a nasty mess you’ve made of it now (to the Inspector) 
The famous younger generation who know it all 
When this comes out at the inquest, it isn’t going to do us much good 
Give me a list of those accounts. I’ve got to cover this up as soon as I can 
Look Inspector, I’d give thousands 
I was almost certain for a knighthood 
But the whole thing’s different now … you can see that can’t you? 
Nine from the Inspector 

She wasn’t pretty when I saw her today 
Don’t stammer and yammer at me man, I’m losing all patience with you people 
We all have to share our guilt 
We often do on the young ones – they’re more impressionable 
Public men … have responsibilities as well as privileges 
We are members of one body. We are responsible for each other. 
Each of you helped to kill her 
Fire and blood and anguish 
Sheila: he never seemed like an ordinary police inspector 
Eight from Eric 

Why shouldn’t they try for higher wages 
She was pretty and a good sport 
(Sheila) He’s been steadily drinking for the last two years 
I was in a state when a chap turns easily nasty 
You’re not the kind of father a chap could go to when he is in trouble 
You killed them both – damn you 
You’re beginning to pretend that nothing’s really happened 
I agree with Sheila. It frightens me too. 
Nine from Sheila 



I can’t help thinking about this girl … and I’d been so happy tonight 
I hate to think how much he knows that we don’t know yet 
Why you fool he knows 
You mustn’t try and build up a wall 
You were the wonderful fairy prince. You must have adored it, Gerald. 
You and I aren’t the same people who sat down to dinner here (to Gerald) 
I suppose we’re all nice people now 
You don’t seem to have learnt anything 
It frightens me the way you talk 
Seven on women 

Mrs B – I think Sheila and I had better go to the drawing room and leave you men 
Birling: ‘clothes mean something quite different to a woman’ 
Sheila: she was pretty and looked as if she could take care of herself 
Inspector to Gerald: you think women ought to be protected against unpleasant and disturbing things? 
Gerald (and Sheila): She was pretty – soft brown hair and big dark eyes 
Your daughter isn’t living on the moon – she’s here in Brumley too (Inspector to Birling) 
Sheila, take your mother along to the drawing room (Mr B when Eric tells his story) 
Nine on foreshadowing/irony (you should know about Birling’s war/Titanic speech) 

Sheila to Gerald: I expect you’ve done things you’re ashamed of 
Except for all last summer, when you never came near me 
Gerald: you seem to be a nice well behaved family 
Mrs Birling to the Inspector: I don’t think we can help you much 
Mr B – you don’t know what some of these boys get up to nowadays 
Mrs B – we’ve done a great deal of useful work in helping deserving cases 
Mrs B – Go and look for the father of the child – it’s his responsibility 
Mrs B – you’re quite wrong to suppose that I will regret what I did 
Mrs B – he should be made an example of 
Eight from Mrs Birling 

You seem to have made a big impression on this child 
Girls of that class 
That – I consider – is a trifle impertinent, Inspector 
It would be much better if Sheila didn’t listen to this story at all 
She only had herself to blame 
I’ve done nothing wrong and you know it 
She was claiming elaborate fine feelings … that were simply abusrd 
As if a girl of that sort would ever refuse money 
Thirteen on Eva Smith/Daisy Renton 

Birling: Good looking girl – country bred 
Birling: She had a lot to say – far too much 
Inspector: Few friends, lonely desperate, half-starved 
Insp: She enjoyed being among pretty clothes 
She was a very pretty girl with big dark eyes (Sheila) 
Gerald: She looked young and fresh and charming and altogether out of place down there 
She told me she had a job in one of the works here … said something about a shop too (surely they’re the 

same girl?) 
She was young and pretty and warm-hearted 
Eric – There was some woman who wanted her to go there. I never quite understood about that (Eva as a 

prostitute) 
Eric – She didn’t want me to marry her. Said I didn’t love her… 
Eric: She refused to take any more (money) 
Mrs B: There couldn’t be any question of marrying (the father). It would be wrong for them both 
Gerald: She was – very gallant – about it 
Eight from Gerald 


