
This booklet is designed as a first port-of-call for parents, for use at home with 

your child. It provides suggestions, activities and ideas for how best to support 

your child in their learning within English. These activities and suggestions dove-

tail with in-class learning, in order to  assist  students in making the maximum 

progress possible, both in and outside of lessons. 

The most important advice we can give is to encourage your child to 

read widely. Lots of different texts, lots of different authors; lots of 

different styles—including challenging texts, and those from as far 

back as the 19th century. This will form an excellent basis upon 

which to build in English lessons.  



English Literature Paper 2 in worth 96 marks and lasts 2 hours and 15 minutes.  

The paper consists of 3 sections:  

 Section A: Modern Text  

 Section B: Poetry Cluster  

 Section C: Unseen Poetry.  

 

This booklet focuses on Section B:  Poetry Cluster.  

You should aim to spend 45 minutes on this section in the exam.  

 

You will be given 1 printed poem you have studied in class and asked 1 question  

worth 30 marks . You will be asked to compare the given poem to another poem 

of your choice from the cluster (this poem will not be printed). 

 The second poem you select should be one you know well and can remem-

ber quotes from 

 

 The question will be based around a theme, such as: Power, nature, conflict 

 

The examiner is looking for four main things:  

 That you understand what the poems are about and  you can compare 

meanings  logically 

 Write about the effect of techniques used in the poems 

 Support every point with quotes or examples from the poems 

 Use the correct technical terms to describe the techniques used in the po-

ems 

 

The following pages provide some ideas and activities for how to support your 

child’s in-class learning at home.  



When analysing  and comparing  poetry you can use several methods; three of the most 

popular are demonstrated over the next few pages. Use each of these methods to ana-

lyse one of the cluster poems, before choosing which works best for you.  

PELTS 

P = Person 

 What is the subject of the poem? What is the poem about? 

 What person is the poem written in?  First person (I), Second person (you) or Third 

person (he/she) 

 

E = Emotion 

 Think about the different emotions or feelings in the poem 

 Identify the poem’s mood/atmosphere 

 Look at how the poet has used different techniques to convey these emotions 

 

L = Language 

 Identify the language techniques using the correct terminology 

For example: simile, metaphor, imagery, alliteration, personification 

 Explore why the poet has used these techniques? How do they effect the reader? 

 

T = Themes 

 What are the key themes/messages/ideas running through the poem? 

What is the poet saying? Why have they written the poem? What ideas are they using? 

 

S = Structure and Form 

 Identify the structural techniques using the correct terminology  

For example: rhyme, rhythm, enjambment, sonnet, line length, stanza length 

 Explore why the poet has used these techniques? How do they effect the reader? 

 

 



STRIVE 

S = Structure 

 Identify the structural techniques using the correct terminology  

For example: rhyme, rhythm, enjambment, sonnet, line length, stanza length 

 Explore why the poet has used these techniques? How do they effect the reader? 

 

T = Themes 

 What are the key themes/messages/ideas running through the poem? 

What is the poet saying? Why have they written the poem? What ideas are they using? 

 

R = Rhythm and Rhyme 

 What is the rhythm of the poem as you read it? Does the rhythm change? 

For example: fast paced rhythm can be used to show action or panic whereas, a slower 

rhythm can be used to show sadness 

 Is there a rhyme scheme in the poem? Why has the poet chosen to make it rhyme / 

or not 

I = Imagery 

 Identify the language techniques using the correct terminology 

For example: simile, metaphor, imagery, alliteration, personification 

 Explore why the poet has used these techniques? How do they effect the reader? 

 

V = Vocabulary 

 Which words stand out in the poem? Are there any patterns  to the words   chosen? 

For example: Are many of the words in the poem dark and violent or linked to hope? 

 

E  = Emotions 

 Think about the different emotions or feelings in the poem 

 Identify the poem’s mood/atmosphere 

 Look at how the poet has used different techniques to convey these emotions 

 



Ideas

Effect

Language

Structure / Form

 Think about what tone or feeling in 
expressed

 What themes are present in the 
poem?

 What is the narratorial voice?

 Think about:
 The imagery created in the poem
 Which techniques stand out?
 Which words stand out?

 How does the poem look on the 
page?

 Is there a rhyme scheme?
 What is the journey in the poem?
 Which structural techniques have 

been used?

 How does this poem make you feel –
why?

 What is the writer’s purpose?
 Is there a message?
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When comparing two poems you may want to  select the 4 headings above to compare 

the poems against . The cluster we study at Redhill is Power and Conflict, which means the 

poems have been carefully selected to contrast or compliment each other. 

In the exam, the trick is to select a poem which has similar views to the given poem or 

contrasting views. Focus around the writer or narrator, and their ideas and messages.  

The following analysis method works best for me….. 

 

Because…. 



 You are going to write a comparative essay in which you will complete 3 or 4 para-

graphs which compare the named poem and the poem you have chosen to compare 

it to. 

 Your first task is to look at the named poem and quickly annotate it with all the things 

you know 

 You should then read the question and highlight the focus: 

 

 As the focus of the above question is ‘power’ you now need to select a poem you 

know well that has a main theme of power. This could mean: 

 Loss of power 

 Gaining of power 

 Power of nature 

 Power of humans 

 The struggle for power 

 When you have chosen the second poem (remember you will not have a copy of this) 

you should make some notes on the 3 / 4 things you are going to compare —

especially the quotes you are going to use (by writing this down you will reduce the 

risk of a memory block during the writing process!) 

You are now set to write, here are some top tips: 

 Write a small introduction  on the given theme and how you are interpreting it  

 Always start with the named poem 

 Following the PEEZL structure—this will help to stop confusion 

 Link in your second poem using phrases such as: In comparison to this, however, in 

contrast to this 

 Always include quotes from both poems 

 Use a range of subject terminology i.e. metaphor, imagery, semantic field 

 Always link your paragraphs when moving on to a new one 

 Complete a small conclusion linking 

your points together 

Compare the ways poets present ideas about power in 

‘Ozymandias’ and in one other poem from ‘Power and conflict’.  



 

Compare the ways poets present ideas about power in ‘My last 

Duchess’ and in one other poem from ‘Power and conflict’.  

Compare the ways poets present ideas about nature in ‘Storm 

on the Island’ and in one other poem from ‘Power and conflict’.  

Compare the ways poets present ideas about loss in ‘Remains’ 

and in one other poem from ‘Power and conflict’.  

Compare the ways poets present ideas about heroism in 

‘Charge of the light brigade’ and in one other poem from ‘Power 

Using your anthologies at first , try writing your plans to answer these questions. 

When you feel confident ask your teacher to print you out a blank copy of the poem 

and set your self the task of answering it with only the named poem in front of you. 

You can find all of the cluster poems on the internet.  

You will notice that the questions are centred around themes. Can you write 

some of your own questions for other poems in the cluster?  

YouTube has some great resources to help analyse poetry. Check out Mr Bruff, 

AQA or Redhill’s English YouTube channel 



 

The more you remember, the better your response in the exam; 

try these tips to help: 

 Find the method of analysing poetry which works best for 

you: PELTS, STRIVE or GRID METHOD and master this 

 Learn the poems by looking at them as stories—this will make 

it easier to remember quotes. Songs are a good way to re-

member—can you change song lyrics to reflect one of the po-

ems? 

 Build a quote bank for each poem which you can learn by 

rote 

 Think and plan a grid of which poems have similarities and 

which poems differ from the 15 we have studied 

 Practise your PEEZL paragraphs making sure you add enough 

detail into your EXPLANATION and ZOOM section 

 Annotate blank copies of the poems to prepare you for which 

ever one may come up in the exam 

 Look at the contextual detail of the poem and think about the 

message the poet was trying to make 

 

Remember: 

The examiner will read hundreds of essays  - you want to make an 

impact by showing not only that you understand the poem but 

that you have your own ideas about the message being conveyed 

and the reasoning behind it. 


