
This booklet is designed as a first port-of-call for parents, for use at home with 

your child. It provides suggestions, activities and ideas for how best to support 

your child in their learning within English. These activities and suggestions dove-

tail with in-class learning, in order to  assist  students in making the maximum 

progress possible, both in and outside of lessons. 

The most important advice we can give is to encourage your child 

to read widely. Lots of different texts, lots of different authors; 

lots of different styles—including challenging texts, and those 

from as far back as the 19th century. This will form an excellent 

basis upon which to build in English lessons.  



Units of work Overview and ideas of how you can support your child at 

home .  

4th September—4th December  

20th Century Novel/ autobiograph-

ical writing 

Reading assessment foci 1 ,3,4 . 

Once your child has started reading with us, discuss characters and 

themes within the book.  

Ask your child to tell you who the characters are and what has hap-

pened in each chapter.   

Discuss any issues that may be relevant to the themes and characters.  

11th December—12th February 

Introduction to poetry 

Reading assessment foci 3,4,6. 

Reading for pleasure, meaning, inference, language and structure. Pupils 

will encounter a range of poets and styles, so as to be able to make 

comparisons between different poems.   

Encourage your child to read extra poems, or even songs, thinking about 

the form, meaning and layers of meaning.  

Watch performance poets on YouTube. (be age aware!) 

Write their own poetry in a given form or style.  

26th February—23rd April 

Myths and Legends 

Writing assessment foci 2,4,5 

Creative writing to include the skills of sequencing, vocabulary selection 

and accuracy in punctuation and grammar. A selection of ancient Greek 

myths will be studied so as to provide stimulus and examples.   

Discussion of the historical context and ancient belief systems would be 

helpful.  

Further stories from books, films or even cartoons such as Disney’s Her-

cules could provide further stimulus. 

Focus on spelling, punctuation and grammar skills.  

30th April—16th July* 

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. 

Reading assessment foci 1,2,5. 

*there is a break in this unit for the 

end of year exam 

 

An introduction to Shakespeare’s language and themes. Again, discus-

sion at home of the background and context would be helpful.   

Online resources  such as No Fear Shakespeare or SparkNotes provide 

modern language “translations” to reinforce our work in class, and 

many extracts from the play are to be found on YouTube. Seeing a live 

version is helpful, if possible.  

Create character maps to show relationships.  

14th May—18th June. 

End of year exam preparation. 

Writing assessment foci 1, 2 and 3.  

 

 

Read a range of non-fiction texts from different eras. These can be 

found on the internet—news websites and the British Library are useful. 

Practise comprehension questions by asking your child what they have 

read and the key points of the text.  

Practise writing skills—specifically persuasive, argumentative and in-

formative writing for different purposes and audiences.   

Alongside these units your child should have a reading book with them for all of their English lessons. 

Please be mindful of the length of time your child has their book.—they should be reading one per half 

term on average.  



Reading with your child: some strategies to boost 
understanding

Listen as your child reads 
aloud a page or two of the 
book they are currently 
reading.

Reading:
Try to help them with 
difficult words - but resist 
the temptation to read any 
difficult words for them 
before they’ve had a go 
themselves!

If you can, get them to vary 
the tone of their voice. If 
they feel confident, get 
them to adopt voices for 
their characters!

Understanding: 
Look up any difficult words 
in a dictionary (or on-line) 
– or try and work out 
meaning from the context. 

Comprehension and language 
appreciation
Ask your child some of the 
following questions:

1. What’s happening in the 
passage?

2. What can you say about the 
way the writer describes the 
setting, characters or action? 

3. What does the writer want 
you to feel? Do they want to 
scare you, or make you feel 
sad for the characters, for 
example?

4. HOW does the writer achieve 
this effect?

5. What words or phrases stand 
out to you as you read? Why 
do you think the writer has 
chosen these words?

But most of all –
enjoy reading!
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