
This booklet is designed as a first port-of-call for parents, for use at home with 

your child. It provides suggestions, activities and ideas for how best to support 

your child in their learning within English. These activities and suggestions dove-

tail with in-class learning, in order to  assist  students in making the maximum 

progress possible, both in and outside of lessons. 

The most important advice we can give is to encourage your child 

to read widely. Lots of different texts, lots of different authors; 

lots of different styles—including challenging texts, and those 

from as far back as the 19th century. This will form an excellent 

basis upon which to build in English lessons.  



Units of work Overview and ideas of how you can support your child at 

home .  

24th September—23rd October  

21st Century Novel 

Reading assessment foci 1 AND 2 

Once your child has been told which novel they are to study, discuss characters 

and themes within it.  

Ask your child to tell you a synopsis of  each chapter and discuss any contextual 

issues that may be relevant to the themes and/or characters.  

13th November—18th December 

Non-fiction writing  springboard 

from  

19th Century texts 

Writing assessment foci  

Writing for a purpose. Children are given a set genre, audience and purpose (GAP). 

Genres include; letter,  article, blog, speech and diary.   

Encourage your child to examine and explore the layout and characteristics of  

different genres of writing.  

Look at the layout and style of a letter compared to a blog or article discussing the 

same topic.  

Practice writing in different genres whilst also considering features of informative, 

arguing a viewpoint and/or persuasive writing within  differing genres.  

2nd January—12th February  

Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” 

Reading assessment foci 2, 3 and 5.   

Watch the play / a version on YouTube or watch the play live.  

Read the play and read critical essays about the play. 

Use sites like Mr Bruff, SHMOOP,  the RSC , and BBC Bite size for support.  

Practise writing PEEZl paragraphs, using class work to support.  

5th March—26th March 

Short stories for writing 

Writing assessment foci 1, 2 and 3.  

Draw storyboards of the action to serve as a memory aid.  

Make your own trailer for the story as a film version.  

Write your own story openings, inspired by what you have read.  

Practise spelling, punctuation and grammar key skills (BBC skillswise is useful for 

this).  

Read any short stories - http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/adults/short-stories/  

- 19th to 21 century stories are all useful. Examine the structure and what makes 

them engaging. Discuss unusual  vocabulary and sentence structure and consider 

their effect on the reader.  

16th April—30 April and 25 June-

16th July inclusive (there is a break 

in this unit for the end of year ex-

am). 

War Poetry 

Reading assessment foci 4, 5 and 6.  

Re-read poems and present them visually as drawings or by collecting images 

online into a collage. http://www.poetry.com/ 

Create revision maps of the key themes, ideas, language and structural points 

about each poem. 

Research the history of the author, but also WW1 and 2.  

Practise writing PEEZL paragraphs using work in class to help.   

7th May—18th June  

End of year exam preparation 

All Reading and Writing assessment 

foci are to be assessed in this unit.  

Read a wide variety of non-fiction, from past and present. Use the British library 

website, but also news sites to find appropriate materials.  

Practise writing a creative piece, using an image as a stimulus. Focus on making it 

interesting and not too long. Check technical accuracy carefully.  

Alongside these units your child should have a reading book with them for all of their English lessons. Please be 

mindful of the length of time your child has their book , generally the expectation is that they should finish at 

least one  book each half term.  https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/login and create a log in for reading lists.  



Reading with your child: some strategies to boost 
understanding

Listen as your child reads 
aloud a page or two of the 
book they are currently 
reading.

Reading:
Try to help them with 
difficult words - but resist 
the temptation to read any 
difficult words for them 
before they’ve had a go 
themselves!

If you can, get them to vary 
the tone of their voice. If 
they feel confident, get 
them to adopt voices for 
their characters!

Understanding: 
Look up any difficult words 
in a dictionary (or on-line) 
– or try and work out 
meaning from the context. 

Comprehension and language 
appreciation
Ask your child some of the 
following questions:

1. What’s happening in the 
passage?

2. What can you say about the 
way the writer describes the 
setting, characters or action? 

3. What does the writer want 
you to feel? Do they want to 
scare you, or make you feel 
sad for the characters, for 
example?

4. HOW does the writer achieve 
this effect?

5. What words or phrases stand 
out to you as you read? Why 
do you think the writer has 
chosen these words?

But most of all –
enjoy reading!



Reading Record

Name of pupil:

Date Book read Comments



Novel:  

 Read the novel together. 

 Keep a reading journal discussing events in each chapter and their effect on you as a reader. 

 Look at other works by the same author. 

 Discuss key themes and predict what you think will happen next.   

 

Non fiction writing 

 Write a letter in response to something in the news. 

 Write an article about a recent or past event. 

 Look at blogs and their responses. Have a go at writing yiur own blog entry regarding a 

sporting event or an issue at school. 

 

Hamlet 

 Watch and read the play. 

 Go to the theatre if possible to see it live. 

 Discuss themes and characters. 

  

Writing 

 Encourage your child to practice writing in a fictional style. This could be : 

 Narrative  (narrating action) 

 Description (focused on one or two things; not necessarily part of a story) 

 Story  (they will usually specify the start/ end) 

See the following link for more information: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaEJ-HVpl9g 

 


