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YOUTH SPEAKS  
 

Rotary International’s first regional round of Youth Speaks was held on 25th January in the hall at Redhill School.  
The competition was going to be tough in this annual speeches competition.  Once all of the teams had  arrived 
you could feel the tension rise, we were all ready to do battle.  
 
Each team is made up of three people; a chairperson, a main speaker and a vote of thanks.  By working 
together and staying within their time slots the teams can amass up to 150 points.  By the end of the evening, 
the teams who spoke best and amassed the largest total would proceed to the next round. 
 
After months of hard work they all assembled ready for the competition to begin.  The speeches were prepared 
and the audience assembled.  The night began with an introduction from the Master of Ceremonies and then 
the intermediate competition began.  The competition was represented by four different teams all between the 
ages of 11 and 13.  The first was the contingent from Haybridge High School presenting “Why Music should not 
be an Elitist Subject”.  Hagley Catholic High School followed with “The Funding Crisis in Education” and  
Pedmore Technology College’s “American Britain?” After all of these teams had gone, up stepped our very own 
Key Stage 3 team chairperson – Iqra Saleem, main speaker – Eloise Mountford and proposer of vote of thanks – 
Aqsah Ramzan.  They spoke passionately about “The War on Cancer – Is it time to Fight back?” and put up a 
very strong set of arguments regarding this subject. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a short break, the senior teams then took up the mantle.  This part of the night was for students aged 14 – 
17.  Pedmore Technology College was first with their speech “Patriotism: Vice or Virtue?”, which gave an 
insightful viewpoint to counter their younger counterparts.  Then was our own team: Aneesa Nawaz, Ben Joyce 
and George Devo speaking about what was eluded to as “The Z Files”.     
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Although this gave rise to large speculation, the actual speech was based on the declassification of classified files 
regarding the assassination of John F. Kennedy. (Now that is a mouthful!)  Finally in this group were Hagley 
Roman Catholic High School talking about “Nature versus Nurture; The Debate”. 
 
A refreshment break followed, it was back for the results and,  with the tension rising, it all came to one decisive 
moment.  Unfortunately, our KS3 team were unsuccessful.  The team from Pedmore went through to the second 
round.  However, to our great happiness, our KS4 team managed to fend off the rest of the competition for their 
well-earned place in the second round. 
 
Thank you to all of those involved, especially Mrs Nash,  and let’s just hope that we can repeat the success that 
we had in our first round matches! 

     James Jackson 

           POPPY APPEAL 

       Thank you to everyone who supported  
          the Poppy Appeal at Redhill School.   

 
 Due to your generosity, the school raised a 

fantastic £534.91 for the appeal. 

On 29th January, a group of our Year 10 and 11 students were chosen to be part of a very exciting opportunity, 
when Redhill was visited by India Collins-Davis, Oriel College’s Outreach Officer at Oxford University.   She spoke 
to the group about the benefits of going to university  not only from the Oxford point of view, but also for those 
more suited to other avenues of higher education. 
 
In addition to this, she also went on to give a detailed account of all of the different aspects of Oxford University; 
including entry requirements, curricular and teaching styles and all of the extra-curricular activities and clubs 
they have.  Did you know that, at Oxford, they have over 700 different clubs and societies ranging from student 
newspapers, radio broadcasting all the way through to cheese appreciation and Quidditch? 
 
Ms Collins-Davis concluded her presentation by answering questions from the group.  She had given the pupils 
an insight into the world that lies closer for some more than others, and allowed them to start to get a better 
idea about whether to follow this route or choose to go a different way in the future. 
 
Thank you to all involved including Mrs Harwood, for helping to organise this visit and, more importantly, to 
India Collins-Davis for taking the time out of her busy schedule to come and talk with some of our students.  It 
was an incredibly insightful and informative presentation and gave those present a chance to ask some of the 
questions they might not have had the opportunity to do otherwise. 
 
For more information on either Oriel college as a whole, use the hashtag ‘#accessoriel’, or to get experienced 
opinions on life at Oxford, visit the YouTube page ‘MollyatOxford’ for more information. 
 

     James Jackson 

VISIT FROM OXFORD UNIVERSITY TO REDHILL 



EX-STUDENT CONTINUES FUNDRAISING 
 
Kim Roberts, a former Redhill pupil, who left us in 2014, is continuing with her passion for fundraising and travel.  
Kim has been spending her summers volunteering abroad and her next adventure will be on 23rd August when 
she will be climbing Kilimanjaro, the world’s tallest free standing mountain, in aid of Childreach International.   
 
During Kim’s time at Redhill she was inspired to take part in numerous charity fundraising events, including 
raising £1000 for our project Sri Lanka.  Kim was invited back to Redhill to join other pupils when they visited 
Moragalla Junior School in Sri Lanka.   
 
Kim has a fundraising target of £3245, which will help Childreach's 
sustainable projects continue in seven countries around the world.  
 
If you would like to support Kim in her latest project then you can 
make donations via Kim’s fundraising page , which can be found 
at:  https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/kimroberts1  
 
We wish Kim all the very best in her new venture.   

SECONDARY BOOK QUIZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils from Redhill took part in the Secondary Book Quiz on Wednesday 7th February at Wolverhampton 
Grammar School.  Unfortunately we were runners up by the slimmest margin to Wolverhampton Grammar.   The 
pupils spent several  hours of their own time reading and practising in preparation for the event.  
 
All pupils were a credit to the school and worked fantastically well as a team.  Many thanks to Mrs Dorrell and 
Mrs Cannings for organising this event.   

REDHILL BOYS GO KARTING  

Will Cregeen, Noah Vanden Branden and George Whitehouse from Year 10 took part in the local final of the 
British Schools Karting Championship on the evening of Wednesday 7th February.  The three Year 10s managed 
to get 3rd place against tough competition to secure their place in the regional final in April. 
 
We wish them all the best for the regional finals in April.   

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/kimroberts1
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BEYOND THE BASELINE 
 

On Thursday 11th January eighteen of our year 7 pupils were given 
the opportunity to take part in a ‘Beyond the Baseline’ session. 
 
Beyond the Baseline is an initiative set up by the Lawn Tennis 
Association (LTA), designed to help pupils become leaders and role 
models through tennis. 
 
The session was run by 
Nathan Rooney (an ex-tennis 
professional) and was the 
first of three dates taking 
place over the next term.  
The day involved pupils 

learning tennis skills and drills alongside teaching points and games.  It is 
hoped that during the final day of the programme all eighteen pupils will 
use their skills and leadership techniques to lead a session to a group of 
children from our local primary schools. 
 
The pupils that were involved were fantastic and they all impressed 
Nathan with both their skills and attitude.  PE teachers watch out! 

  
 

Well done to the Year 10 boys 
who won the District 5-a-side at 
Leasowes after school  on 24th 
January.  
 

Mr Field commented “They 
didn’t concede a goal and were a 
pleasure to coach”!  

Huge congratulations and a 
massive well done to the Year  7 
girls who have won the 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 
District Central League winning  
all of their  football games on 
the way.   
 

We are so proud of the girls. 

5-A-SIDE WINNERS 
 

Congratulations to our Year 9 boys who 
followed up last year’s cup win by 
winning the 5-a-side tournament at 
Hagley Catholic High School.  
 

They won all 5 games convincingly and 
only conceded 1 goal in the process. 


